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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1 -8, 1 0-1 7, 23-25, 27, 28 and 31-34 allowed. 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: In claim 1 , applicant has claimed a self-dispensing mechanism for dispensing a 
measured quantity of sample comprised of one or more disposable storage devices for 
holding the sample, a dispensing mechanism connected to each of one or more storage 
devices and in dispensing communication with the storage device for precisely 
dispensing sample from the storage compartment, and a driving mechanism that drives 
said dispensing mechanism wherein the driving mechanism is positioned external 
to the dispensing mechanism and does not come into contact with the sample. 
The feature of the driving mechanism being external to the dispensing mechanism and 
not coming into contact with the sample is considered to be the feature of the instant 
invention which defines it over the prior art. The Examiner considers the references 
Wannlund and Nishioka to be the closest prior art. These references teach dispensing 
mechanisms that contain the storage elements, dispensing and driving mechanisms, 
but the driving mechanism in the references are located inside the dispensing device. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dwayne K Handy whose telephone number is (571)- 
272-1259. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can be reached on (571)-272-1267. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private. PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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